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j GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


Types of Shipments Included 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto 
Rico from foreign countries are considered to be United 
States imports and are included in this report. Merchandise 
shipped under Customs custody through the United States in 
transit from one foreign country to another is not reported 
as imports. In general, the import statistics are a complete 
record of the physical movement of merchandise into the 
United States from foreign countries (except for intransit 
shipments), but there are some exclusions of items of rela- 
tively small importance in terms of total value such as gifts 
valued at less than $100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouses), 
merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for re- 
lease into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores 
and crude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


Monthly and Annual Coverage 


In general, the compiling procedures provide for the in- 
clusion of shipments in the statistics for the month of im- 
port. However, because of processing problems, there has 
always been a carry-over, of a few percent, of shipments from 
their proper month to a subsequent month, usually the follow- 
ing month. Normally, the amount of the carry-over from month 
to month (and from year to year) remain substantially con- 
stant. In March 1958, the amount of the carry-over was in- 
ereasedinorder to take full advantage of early release dates 
made possible with the use of electronic equipment for proc- 
essing import data. 


Since the increased carry-over, beginning March 1958, is 
not compensated for in the 1958 statistics by a corresponding 
amount being carried over from 1957 to 1958, the 1958 sta- 
tistics are not strictly comparable with annual data for 
prior years. However, the additional carry-over amounts to 
less than one percent of the 1958 annual total. The amount 
of carry-over will of course vary from commodity to commodity. 
Some indication of the carry-over by commodity for the month 
of March was presented in the March 1958 issue of FT-110. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immediately 
upon arrival. General import figures covering total trade, 
country totals and Customs district totals are published 
monthly. General import commodity statistics are not pub- 
lished but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT-800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 


United States by vessel(not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT-985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both 
imports and exports are presented in Report No. FT-985. A 
more complete description of the coverage and presentation of 
these separate shipping statistics will be found in the in- 
troduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of or- 
igin information in accordance with the definitions given 
below. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 
duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inad- 
vertently included in the values, values for shipments be- 
tween.allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COMMODITY INFORMATION 


Commodity information is reported according to the clas- 
sifications established in Schedule A, Statistical Classifi- 
eation of Commodities Imported into the United States, and is 
presented in the order of the numbered classifications in 
that Schedule. The Import of Merchandise for Consumption by 
Subgroup table on page 8 of this report indicates the range 
of Schedule A commodity numbers covering related subgroups of 
commodities and will assist in locating in the report the 
statistics for particular commodities. For precise defini- 
tion of the individual commodity classifications for which 
figures are presented, reference should be made to Schedule A. 
The commodity descriptions in this report are necessarily 
abbreviated to save printing costs and, therefore, in many 
cases, they do not contain all of the qualifying information 
necessary to define clearly the commodity for which statis- 
tics are shown. The omission of a Schedule A commodity clas- 
sification from this report indicates no imports of that com- 
modity valued at more than $100 reported on formal entries. 
(See Section A of the "Explanation of the Sampling Proce- 
dure..." which follows this General Explanation.) 


There are substantial difficulties to be faced in ob- 
taining the correct commodity classification in terms of the 
Schedule A classifications. When more than one classifica- 
tion is provided in Schedule A for commodities subject to the 
same tariff treatment (i.e., tariff classification and rate 
of duty) importers are not always likely to use the correct 
Schedule A commodity code number but may use the first number 
found for a series of classifications which appears to be 
applicable, While the more obvious errors in the statistical 
classifications of commodities by importers may be found 
during the processing of the statistics, a number of errors 
may go undetected, especially if the description of the mer- 
chandise shown on the entry is too general to specifically 


identify the proper commodity classification yet does not 
appear to be in contradiction with the commodity classifica- 
tion number assigned by the importer. 


For technical reasons, Schedule A commodity classifica- 
tions which have been established to provide for the report- 
ing of quantity data only are being excluded from all monthly 
tabulations and publications beginning w-.ch the March 1958 
data and are also excluded from this report. (These commodi- 
ty classifications should not be confused with those which 
provide for the reporting of the dollar value of imports and 
two units of quantity under the same Schedule A commodity 
classification number. Both units of quantity for such clas- 
sifications will continue to be published.) Data for these 
quantity only commodity classifications being excluded from 
the statistics are being compiled as supplementary informa- 
tion which will be available from the Bureau of the Census, 
Washington 25, D. C. It may be necessary to make a small 
charge for the transcription of this information in the form 
of a special report for release to interested parties. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin iS defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as the country of 
purchase, lading, or the country in which mixed lots of vari- 
ous origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from, but not originating in, merchanting or 
transshipment countries such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Nether- 
lands, Belgium, etc.; in such cases the statistics may credit 
the shipments to such countries rather than the country of 
origin as defined. It follows, therefore, that imports from 
such merchanting or transshipment countries are likely to be 
overstated and imports from other countries correspondingly 
understated. Where it is known that a country is not the 
country of origin, the country of shipment is shown and foot- 
noted in this report. 


The geographic definitions of countries reported are shown 
in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in 
Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Country 
names which are abbreviated in this report to save space are 
shown in full in Schedule C, together with descriptions of 
the countries, adjacent provinces, territories, islands, or 
other areas considered a part of the country for statistical 
purposes. Schedule C is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Information" above). A separate edition of 
Schedule C is also available free upon request to the Bureau 
of the Census. 


Countries are listed for each commodity in this report 
according to continents, in sequence within each continent 
from north to south and west to east, in accordance with 
Schedule C. The omission of a country name indicates no im- 
ports of that commodity from that country. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION 
ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 
public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are au- 
tomatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statistics 
Notes, a monthly publication ecntaining information of value 
to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes in 
type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual ship- 
ments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A cata- 
log of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publications 
is also available. Data in this report are available for ref- 
erence purposes prior to the publication of the report or my 
be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports providing additional detail 
compiled but not published can be obtained on a cost basis. 
For free copies of the catalog or for further information re- 
garding reference copies of tabulations or the availability 
of special reports, request should be made to the Bureau of 
the Census. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


DATA ON IMPORTS OF STAINLESS STEEL TABLE FLATWARE AND RELATED COMMODITIES 
RE-CLASSIFIED FOR JANUARY-APRIL 1958 


The Schedule A commodity classifications listed below do not appear in this report. 


These classifica- 


tions, shown in the January-April 1958 monthly reports were discontinued effective May 1, 1958. 


6130 700 
6130 710 
6130 720 
6130 730 


6130 740 
6130 750 
6130 760 


6130 780 
6130 800 
6130 810 


6130 820 
6130 830 
6200 970 


Data reported in the import statistics under the above commodity classifications during the months of 
January-April 1958 have been reclassified and included in the annual totals shown for the following Schedule A 
commodity classifications which were announced on April 15, 1958 in Public Bulletin A-1, Changes in Schedule A, 


Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United States: 


6130 
6130 
6130 
6130 
6130 
6130 
6130 
6130 
*6130 
6130 
6130 731 


6130 767 6130 817 
6130 771 : 6130 821 
6130 774 6130 824 
6130 777 6130 831 
*6130 779 6130 834 
6130 781 6130 837 
6130 784 6130 839 
6130 787 6130 844 
6130 791 6130 847 
*6130 799 6130 849 
6130 814 6130 851 
6200 960 


Commodity numbers 6130 725, 6130 752, 6130 779 and 6130 799 (indicated with an asterisk*) do not appear in 


Schedule A, but represent arbitrary classifications 


set up in November 1958. (See the November and December 


1958 monthly issues of Report No. FT-110 for further information on these arbitrary classifications.) 


The January-April data were reclassified in the statistics on the basis of information contained on ques- 
tionnaires used to develop separate data on imports of stainless steel table flatware. A detailed explanation 
of the reclassification procedures was published as a part of the special report, United States Imports for 
Cons: tion and General orts of Table Flatware Wholly of Metal and in Chief Value Stainless Steel, Commodi- 
ty by Country of Origin, Revised, January-April 1958 (Cumilative), released by the Bureau on March 13, 1959. A 
limited number of copies of this report are available upon request. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1958 


A, CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States import statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
on a one percent sample basis, all imports individually val- 
ued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well as 
all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal entries, 
by definition, contain only items valued not more than $250.) 


For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 


The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. COVERAGE OF COMMODITY STATISTICS 


Effective January 1958 the coverage of the detailed com- 
modity statistics has been broadened to include ona fully 
compiled basis all formal entry imports individually valued 
$100-$250. The inclusion of data on these $100-$250 shipments 
has resulted in the publication of data for some commodities 
whieh may not be comparable to the published data for prior 
periods. In order to provide users of the statistics with 
some measure of change in comparability in the detailed com- 
modity statistics supplemental data were compiled on the dol- 
lar value of the $100-$250 formal entry transactions for the 
month of January and published as an appendix to the January 
1958 monthly issue of this report. 


Prior to 1958 some indication of the undercounting in 
the commodity data contained in the body of this report as a 
result of the exclusion of low value shipments was provided 
on a commodity basis without regard to country at the end of 
this report in the form of Appendix B. Comparable data for 
1958 for the sample transactions (formal entry shipments 
valued $1 to $99 and informal entry shipments valued $1 to 
$250) have not been summarized for publication in this report 
Sinee there is some question as to whether these data are of 
general interest. (See the Supplement to this report.) Based 
on 1957 data (retabulated to reflect changes in sample cov- 
erage instituted January 1, 1958) the commodity totals in 
this report are footnoted where the low value import ship- 
ments apparently have some effect on the total shown in the 
body of this report for the particular commodity. 


C. COVERAGE OF COMMODITY GROUP AND COMMODITY 
SUBGROUP TOTALS 


Beginning January 1958 the estimated values for informal 
entry shipments and for under $100 formal entry shipments are 
summarized and included under arbitrary commodity number 9999 
500 and arbitrary commodity subgroup 99 in Group 9. Prior 
to January estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 


The ecnange in sampling procedure and exclusion of the 
estimated value for low value shipments from the appropriate 
commodity group totals may result in understating the value 
of commodity group totals for other than group 9 by no more 
than about two percent. The inclusion of the estimated value 
for low value shipments in group 9 results in overstating the 
value of imports for that group by about 10-15 percent. 


The extent of the undercounting in the value of the com- 
modity subgroup totals as a result of the exclusion of the 
estimated low value shipments is no more than about five per- 
cent except for subgroup 10, "Leather, rawhide and parchment 
manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders and feeds, n.e.s.;" sub- 
group 86,"Scientific and professional instruments, apparatus, 
and supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, maps, pic- 
tures, and other printed matter, n.e.s.;" all of which may be 
understated by about 10 to 15 percent. (The commodity sub- 
group totals formerly presented in the body of this report 
are now shown separately in the table on page 8.) 


D. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


For imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports reported 
on informal entries, a one percent sample of import entries 
is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and multiplied 
by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the statistics. 
These estimates are summarized and included in the statistics 
under: 


1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal entry 
$1-$99, and informal entry $1-$250 shipments" (not 
shown in this report but published in FT-970-I) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 (shown in this 
report in the table on imports by subgroup as "Es- 
timated formal entry $1 to $99 and informal entry 
$1 to $250 shipments," and published in FT-120 as 
"LOW VALUE DOLLAR EST") 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "Finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT-930 I 
and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Commerce of 
the United States). 


E. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES REPORTED 
UNDER SCHEDULE A COMMODITY NUMBER 9999 500 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been ob- 
tained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the num- 
ber of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. (In this report the number of documents 
selected in the sample is shown in the quantity columm oppo- 
site the commodity and country estimates.) 


As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have re- 
sulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to 
be attached to a specified value. 


Then the chances are better than 2 out of 
3 that a complete tabulation would 
have resulted in a value figure between 


If the number 
of documents 
indicated from 


the sample is: And the specified 


estimate 
increased by 


The specified 
estimate 
reduced by+ 


0 0 21, 840 

| 9, 840 27,240 

2 15,360 31,320 

3 19, 440 34,560 

4 22, 800 37,560 

5 25,680 40, 080 

6 28,320 42,480 

7 30, 720 4, 760 

8 32,880 46, 800 

9 35,040 48,720 

lo 36,960 ; 50,640 

Ul 38, 760 52, 440 

12 40,560 5u, 120 

13 42,360 55, 680 

4 43,920 57,240 

15 45, 480 58, 800 

16 47, 040 60,240 

(7 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51,360 64, 440 
20-24 55,200 68, 400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66, 000 84,000 
35-39 72,000 90,900 
40-49 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108 ,000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120,000 
80-89 108, 000 {21,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-24 (27, 680 139, 560 
125-149 140,400 (52, 280 
150-74 152, 160 164, 040 
175-199 62,960 74,960 
200-249 183,000 194, 760 
250-299 200, 880 212, 880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
400-499 261, 120 273,000 


‘The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $|-$100 and informal entries valued at 
$1-$250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in the 
report. 

21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 


In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated values, 
the variability of the combined total can be determined by 
merely adding the sample size for each estimated value and 
then referring to the line on the reliability table appli- 
cable to the combined sample size. 


The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample for 
the country. This does not necessarily mean that low valued 
imports were not made. 


F. CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND COMPILING PROCE- 
DURES REFLECTED IN RECENT YEAR'S ISSUES OF 
REPORT NO. FT 110 ARE SHOWN BELOW: 


Year Coverage and procedure 
1952 and prior Fully compiled formal entry items by seven- 
years digit commodity numbers. 
Informal entry items (valued $100 or less) 
excluded. 
1953: Fully compiled formal entry items by seven- 


digit commodity numbers. 
Informal entry items (valued $100 or less) 
excluded. 


January-June 


Fully compiled formal entry items valued $100 
and over by seven-digit commodity numbers. 
Estimated dollar value of formal entry items 
valued at less than $100 included in the to- 
tal for commodity group 9 "Miscellaneous" and 
excluded from subgroup and other group totals 
as well as from the detailed commodity and 
commodity by country data. 

Informal entry items (valued $100 or less 
July and August and $250 or less September- 
December) excluded. 


July-December 


Fully compiled formal entry items valued $250 
and over by seven-digit commodity numbers. 
Estimated dollar value of formal and informal 
entry items $250 and under distributed by, 
and included in the commodity group and sub- 
group totals. 


1954-1957 


1958 Fully compiled formal entry items valued $100 
and over by seven digit commodity numbers. 
Estimated dollar value of formal entry items 
under $100 and all informal entry items sum- 
marized under arbitrary commodity number 9999 
500. The estimated value is included in the 
total for commodity group 9 "Miscellaneous" 
and excluded from subgroup and other group 
totals as well as from the detailed commodity 
and commodity by country data. 


[When quantity is 


ABBREVIATIONS FOR UNITS OF QUANTITY 


reported in two units for a commodity the second quantity is shown separately, without value, 


under the same commodity number and immediately following the data for the first unit of quantity (e.g. "Cotton cloth, 
unbleached," and "Manganese ore," Schedule A Commodity Numbers 3040 001-3047 999 and 6211 000 respectively) 


Abbrev. Description Description Description 


Advoirdupois Ounce 
Barrel 

Board Foot 

Bushel 

Bunch 

Carat 


Cord 

Cubic Foot 

Pound (net content) 
Crate 

Ton (net content) 
Dozen 


Dozen Pieces 
Dozen Pair 

Foot 

Gallon 

Gross Boxes 

Pound (gross weight) 
Gross 

Gross Lines 

Ton (gross weight) 
Inch 

Pound 


Leaf 

Linear Foot 

Long Ton 

Thousand 

Thousand Board Feet 
Thousand Cubic Feet 
Thousand Feet 
Milligram 

Number 

Piece 

Proof Gallon 


Description 


Pack 

Pair 

Ream 

Roof Square 
Square Foot 
Square Inch 
Short Ton 
Superficial Foot 
Square Yard 
Troy Ounce 
Wall Square 
Yard 


IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FOR CONSUMPTION, BY SUBGROUP 


(The commodity group and subgroup figures shown in this table are not comparable with figures for périods prior to 
1958 because of certain changes in sampling procedures and presentation for low value shipments. For an ex- 
planation of the change in sampling and presentation see explanation of the sampling procedure for estimating 
low valued imports, 1958 on page 5 of this report) 


Sub- 
group 

code 

No. 


Group and subgroup description 


TOTAL IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION.....--2--.---- secccccnccse ec cccces 


GROUP OO—-ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS, EDIBLE 


Animals, edible (except for breeding)............-- Sagonagescacans = 
Meat products....... Haqcesonc0se pateialatateloleta eielaiehels| wisistelelsjeser= osacsaodcacs 
Animal oils and fats, edible........ socesoo oodonéds obetibuooedde eietete 
Dairy products........ ooodooda0b0N concocccocons apaecoscoon soodensos 
Fish and fish products, except shellfish.........-.-..e--cssoseseee * 
Shellfish and products........... po0000000 Siete letatoteleteretareverale Asoocdcocods 
Other edible animal productsS......cccccscceccsccccecoce oodondagOCdD 


GROUP O—ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS, INEDIBLE 


Hides and skins, raw (except furs).......... Bis lov apnisiela ie avekevalete steyerneuets 2 
Me AD Ne We retataelelsfeictotelelelslatotetelelsfatela elelslcislejelelelsielsis\elefelsiialsiale moodcaoGS HOOD . 
Leather, rawhide, and parchment manufactures......-c.ccee-cee atehetelata 
Furs and manufactures......s2cccesceeees alsin[eielels\s/slele cecncocc ses cccece 
Animal and fish oils, fats, and greases, inedible................ oo 
Other inedible animals and animal products.......-+cceccssecee «sce 


GROUP 1—VEGETABLE FOOD PRODUCTS AND BEVERAGES 


Grains and spreparaibsOnS)s\ejsle\slelatat=lelelelatelolclelate/aletets oddodoo00C 000 jooodaaC 
Hoddersand heeds) ee \iSisielslelstoloiniclalaielelelslclelelels)c FOnOC ODOC HI ORIG HOUOKOOOO 
Vegetabilesiand prepara ons)cieicisle ic lelelelelelelelaiclolalelelnialela's)eie/elalelel)lelela)alele c 
Pras mand spre para bl OU Smtetslaleteilelstetalclateltetateietaletetebatalcieleiotetelstatale ao00000 
Nuts and preparations.................«ee«-- Bho gonadad pb0a00000 
Vegetable oils and fats, edibles. .... 000. ccc cc ese essence cleielstolataliatane 
Cocos ymcomnees andl e Aepetatalatetelelatatotelololsl-elevolel-lotetetetelatelfelstetelelotolatel=tatetetatels 
Spices...... AODODODUGODODOOGS os vievicescavesiviccicicicncavienic civics cscice.s ° 
pugar and) related producilSiarlalelsierslelelsletotehsvelotelelatetelaverelsterstetetereleioneroteleneteicie 
BEVCTAPES clelelelalelstaleloieloletelelofolelateielsleystelelaloraiovals Sooodddo0n6 pobdapdoUdnOGO6D 


GROUP 2—VEGETABLE PRODUCTS, INEDIBLE, EXCEPT FIBERS AND WOOD 


Rubber and allied gums and manufacturesS........c.ssccceesececes o60cC 
Guns resins and wba ams wires ietelelolalelefetsteletelalelotslsielslalsietelsletetatelolelelaiata . 
Drugs, herbs, leaves, roots, etc....... aie lalavalaveRehehelelcheietatstetetsts ceccece ° 
Oil seeds....... Gcadde sisiatatel otal tateloteliela o60acdcad dagennoueouns nocacooas 
Vegetable oils and vegetable waxes... 2... 6. ccc cc ccna snscceccccsescs ° 
Dyeing and tanning materials........e.e0-- ScoodanoSsoO4000n0000b0Kg0 sre) 
BECASyMEXCED UN Otl SECO tatetolelelatelalolstoteloteintsietebtatalete noveérouggagdeacds0c . 
Nursery and greenhouse stock...... slafelelalie/sjelslore aiehatolale cer cceccccccce ee 
Tobacco and manufactures...........- sielnlejelelelefatalale sleleielelels)oiaiet elise pisietclels 
Miscellaneous vegetable productsS.......-ceceeces JDOCGOOAN0O SODO00 6 


GROUP 3—TEXTILE FIBERS AND MANUFACTURES 


Cotton, unmanufactured...........-.. neanoooo0dK pondonddoCddDaDode oe 
Copton, Ssemimanutacturesis alslscalsjcislotelleleiolsleleialelarsieteiele cieisiele sroo5 poacodc 
Cotton manufactures...... eis ialeleievelei=iieiel sfelmsele CbgOndbASnAONOHO OS ccccccce 
Jute and manufactures......... aiaiiel cielslohalelel of=\ais\elelolsiatalialaleletatstereravareists\tals ° 
Flax, hemp, and ramie and manufactures... 252. .c cor <icle vices sieieiacle c 


Other vegetable fibers and manufactures 
Wool, ummanufactured 


WOOL (Semimanut ACTULES's\ai0le)s)+!-iojuis! olele/oioteieloloieterelelcieteicteleieteleisietatorerelereietetere AG 
Wool maniac buresicr|s\s)clel/sje\s sleiniciis/cieteisisteleleisieisiaya piniatoiolaiuislelstete}aiolnteraiey shee 
Hair and manufactures), se). Sis.\\<\\iclelel«ciels\e\v/niz\o'e a)a/ele odo doéndcodoad oa 
Silk and manufactures..............00- aieleloyaialalsioteieielelalalereretsretefernoisnatate 
Manufactures of rayon or other man-made (synthetic) textile........ 
Miscellaneous textile products.............. eiatatetstolsisivisterellalensyotabelaval si = . 


GROUP 4—-WOOD AND PAPER 


Wood, unmanufactured......e+ceescccecsees eae ccccccccce cece ee seee eee 
Sawmil products, (Lumber) sels /srevere’sissalc os o1t,Siaseleisicle oieiarolarersteteinte olereteisiatormiee: 
Wood manufactures....... sieccesocces 


0010600-0015500 
0018300-0035500 
0036000-0036900 
003'7000-0046990 
004'7000-0079590 
0080100-0087900 
0088100-0097900 


0201000-0299900 
0300100-0345900 
0350300-0699990 
0701000-0759900 
0803000-0821600 
0840000-0990290 


1020000-1090260 
1101000-1190800 
1191100-1250990 
1290000-1330990 
1350000-1380140 
1420000-1428900 
1501300-1521000 
1523100-1550590 
1570000-1654800 
1711300-1900000 


2011000-2098900 
2102000-2189400 
2201000-2220490 
2231000-2240700 
2241000-2290590 
2302000-2345950 
2401000-2460990 
2501000-2599100 
2601000-2629900 
2800000-2960150 


3001010-3005000 
3006150-3020999 
3030000-3230800 
3241000-3250900 
3261000-3390590 
3401000-3421990 
3501000-3541000 
3550000-35'74600 
3607000-3680800 
3690000-3698900 
3702000-3799900 
3800000-3880490 
3900300-3981100 


4007100-4080500 
4103100-4207555 
4208000-4280990 


number 


(dollars) 


12,734,476,775 


780,544,914 


130,930,161 
334,552,139 
795,623 

27, 870, 376 

181,750,153 
96, 379, 847 
8, 266, 615 


320,670,225 


53,713, 807 
31, 330,429 
60, 626, 295 
87,980,753 
7,632,920 
79, 386, 021 


2,661, 269,460 


66,139,478 
23, 673,525 
83, 644,528 
132,939,577 
62, 200,400 
30, 354,560 
1,415, 801,872 
36,461, 262 
580,453,977 
229, 600, 281 


638,171, 230 


292,855,144 
27,581, 614 
22,976, 868 
53,439,505 
79,037,177 
16, 333, 329 
10,977,771 
13,708,706 

109, 378,105 
11,883,011 


898, 040, 043 


29,408, 273 
5,603,562 
149,402,974 
94, 370, 645 
29,535,364 
75,277,130 
164,029, 611 
44,, 276,852 
130, 661,980 
6,433, 861 
74,780, 355 
55,881,491 
38, 377,945 


1,428,101, 600 


19,541,169 
261,997,115 
151,747,897 


IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FOR CONSUMPTION, BY SUBGROUP---Continued 


(The commodity group and subgroup figures shown in this table are not comparable with figures for periods prior to 


1958 because of certain changes in sampling procedures and presentation for low value shipments. 


For an ex- 


planation of the change in sampling and presentation see explanation of the sampling procedure for estimating 
low valued imports, 1958 on page5of this report) 


Sub- 
group 

code 

No. 


Group and subgroup description 


Range of 
Schedule A 
commodity 
code Nos. 


GROUP 4—WOOD AND PAPER—Continued 


Cork and manufactures......... Sistetelaiotatotaisialniatal=tafols Bie lclafsfalalelolelolslel=leisictaie 
Paper base stocksS.........--+e. sooncoodeaqu00s Boaond Sodsonscovanoac 
Paper and manufactures..... ee erate stntotercreicioterieietoiaiatatetersieietolelaielelelet=teiefel=i= 


GROUP 5—NONMETALLIC MINERALS 


Gomteands related eile) Select eisiole(ats/sieleleinis)claiuivioieinic| miele /oiale(ale -i-"a(« sie =lejwleiele : 
Petroleum and ProductsS.....pesceccccsccscccccsccccssccs occ eceeee an 
Stone, lime, cement, gypsum and gypsum products...........-.-+--«-- 
Glass and glass products..........--- Reletaleteteuctareicveie oicteisintersletsr=ieieteratare > 
Clay and clay products.......cccccccccccccccscccer ess cccscccccccces 
Other nonmetallic minerals and manufactures (except precious 

stones and imitations).............- Seis eistele neieisisieve BSCE DOSSCOE DIDS 
Precious and semiprecious stones and imitations and faite rere 

diamonds.......... oonsocaugccnseas SHOMe SOOO HO OO AOGODOODDDOS soo008 


GROUP 6—METALS AND MANUFACTURES, EXCEPT MACHINERY AND VEHICLES 


Iron ore and concentratesS.....-...c..- sadooeascbacao sco ancoagagogeS 
Steel mill products............ accossac Se eteteiereisiteeisioreietee pobessocas 5 
Iron and steel advanced manufactures.......cccssseccsseees Sag060004 
Ferro-alloys, ores and metals, N.€.S..-eeeeeeceereccccccsrececcsecs 
Aluminum and manufactureS.........cccccccccccccerccccceseccccsccs ote 
Copper and manufactures......cccesccescccccceecccs Bnoooucosacucnnas 
Brass and bronze manufactures......e.-+. Gandesosoncsocsdeacessocuse 5c 
Lead and manufactures.........ccccccccccccce eialatarstetotelotelotetetatetsislehei=iat= 5 
Nickel and manufactures... 2.2... ccc ccc ccc ccc ccc cece cee rc ec cesccrece 2 
WEG Goo choocgsouosg5e5obecesnS caccocpeces eiepeisteierstetaterels pasaoDuoOcoOS 
Zine and manufactures.......2-.-csseeece Soobceacdosooadae oocopocacs 
Other nonferrous ores, metals, and alloys, except precious, 

and manufactures of metals, N.e€.S....-..-..- roondcoonsoccoSoosooDesS 
Precious metals, jewelry, and plated ware.........- soonuesoC cccccee 


GROUP 7—MACHINERY AND VEHICLES 


Electrical machinery and apparatus......... Sccedoocda soScue SoG0D006 
Engines, turbines, and parts, n.e.S........ SoocpoDasoacss scsoooosec 
Other machinery, except agricultural..........cccccccccccerace OOBGO 
Agricultural machinery and implements....... oooosecseqode sooopaDdue 
Vehicles, except agricultural......... ooobooaseooouadocSoaaoN 580500 


GROUP 8—CHEMICALS AND RELATED PRODUCTS 


Costar produGits slots ate = oie ielelolelelelslclatelel=ielelnisiele gcuned nlaletetateserela\ereialal=iel~ 
Medicinal and pharmaceutical preparations.......... conodagccouged cate 
IAS bE eC MCMNC HS ete slolelatetslalelelsisielclelslaie/nislorelslolelalelq steicielaicloiclsi= nocooosd 
Pigments, paints, Bidhymal Giese anc ascabenapanise Qcamacappninsiecie ss 
Fertilizers and fertilizer materials........cccecccscccsccccccece as 
Explosives, fireworks, and ammunition..........c2ecscccecccecccces os 
Soap and toilet preparations...... coco Sosoossense acosoce soooooc siete 


GROUP 9—MISCELLANEOUS 


Photographic goodS.....--csssscesceecee Sonpecaoee pvolelatetelelaisistataiclatats ad 
Scientific and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
SUES, WAS ogg conse sosossoNDSoacosanESooeS pieteletetelatataleratelatoeretsiet = 


Musical instruments, parts, and acceSSorieS......ecececceeceecscese 
Dolls and toys, athletic and sporting goodsS......-..cesecsccecscecesl 
SHEERS - poe ORO COD OSHS oC aoCODCDSTORSsCUsOCCS wc ccc wc cerccsccces e 
Books, maps, pictures, and other printed Matter, N.C.S..seccceceee 
Clocks, watches, clockwork mechanisms, and partsS....c..2--sceecdee 
ATM OI KS atid BaTirt QUCH ietel etal ntsialale sfalslolels aieialaie s)alet=ia iol sie!=1of=telalats!<)=ielalelaieletel 
Miscellaneous articles, N.€.S......cecccccccsscccccccce Gtofaleia‘elelatcisle 
Estimated formal entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to 

S2DORSHT PMENES = sce tielsteies cere oes vec cwiecec smebets ce erode eecetecs 


4300000-4321900 
4590000-4.692900 
4711000-4799990 


5001000-5014300 
5052100-5079100 
5080250-5193900 
5200400-5290900 
5300000-5390700 


5391000-5930980 


5950000-5958200 


6001000-6001100 
6002000-6116104 
6117000-6200990 
6211000-6270900 
6301000-6305900 
6400400-6430300 
6453000-6459900 
6502300-6509900 
6540000-6544900 
6550000-6551900 
6557000-6559900 


6650000-6790990: 


6820000-6900550 


7063200-7100990 
7110000-7110700 
7400510-7800990 
7850000-7890190 
7900100-7940290 


8001000-8090900 
8102000-8150600 
8170040-8380982 
8400100-8441300 
8500000-8559900 
8620000-8695000 
8712300-8731200 


9001000-9036600 


9140200-9180290 
9200000-9280700 
94.00000-9439990 
94'70000-94-77000 
9500000-9530890 
9540100-9590900 
9610000-9670300 
97700000-9990750 


9999500 


Page 
number 


Value 
(dollars ) 


9,995,709 
309, 353,021 
675,466, 689 


2,148, 798,733 


4,530,952 
1,625,426, 319 
26,134,910 
57,094,832 
68, 266, 307 


162, 288,706 


205, 056,707 
1,793,444,495 


231,562,701 
250, 685,437 
716,826,147 
172, 867,195 
221, 651,575 
246, 314, 343 
42,943,402 
131,746, 399 
124,702, 899 
101, 626, 321 
88, 310,469 


56,006,578 
48,201, 029 


1,144, 653,898 


165,890,125 

3,569,724 
176, 209,946 
122, 068, 927 
676,915,176 


279,585,868 


59,548,600 
14,929,913 
86, 002,422 
11,157,809 
96, 672, 007 

2,543,104 

8,732,013 


641,196, 309 
40, 835,474 


28,777,390 
18,758,918 
41,446,419 

8,470, O11 
34, 048,499 
59,901,158 
51,163, 360 
257,928, 800 


99, 866, 280 
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SUPPLEMENT TO REPORT NO. FT 110 - 1958 


CHANGES PROPOSED IN THE HANDLING OF INFORMAL AND UNDER $100 FORMAL ENTRIES IN THE IMPORT STATISTICS 


The Bureau of the Census has recently received a sugges- 
tion to discontinue all work on informal import entries. Under cur- 
‘rent procedures information from informal import entries (which are 
limited in value to $250 or less) and formal entry shipments valued 
at less than $100 is omitted from the regular monthly and annual 
commodity statistics and is included in country totals on the basis 
fof a 1% sample estimate. In addition, for 1957 and prior years an- 
|mual estimates of commodity totals have been published as an appen- 
‘dix to the calendar year issue of Report No. FT 110. Annual commod- 
“ity information for 1958 is not being compiled pending a decision 
‘as to what, if any, statistics will be compiled on these low valued 
‘shipments in the future. During 1958 there were about 1.4 million 
“informal entries with an estimated value of about $88 million and 
about 350,000 formal entry shipments valued at less than $100 with 
an estimated value of $12 million. 


Before any action is taken to discontinue or to reduce 
“the statistics compiled for these shipments the Bureau would like 
“to receive comments from users of the statistics. Outlined below 
are three alternatives for processing these low valued shipments. 
“Comments on alternatives A, B, &C should be forwarded to the Bureau 
f the Census, Washington 25, D. C., by September 1, 1959. If a 
reference is expressed for alternative C, the only alternative un- 
der which commodity information is provided, it would be appreciated 
if the Schedule A commodities in which there is an interest are 
listed. 


ALTERNATIVE A -Discontinue all work on informal and 
$1-$99 formal entry shipments (no 
statistics of any type available) 


If there is no interest, or very little interest, in 

4 data for informal and $1 to $99 formal entry shipments, 

all work to compile any data on such shipments will be 

discontinued. Census will no longer request copies of 

informal entries of the Collectors of Customs and no se- 

lection or tabulation will be made of $1 to $99 formal 
entry shipments. 


ALTERNATIVE B - Compilation of monthly and annual 
over-alland country total estimates 
for $1-399 formal entry shipments 
and informal entry shipments. (No 
commodity data to be published even 
on an annual basis.) 


Under this alternative, estimated figures would be 
compiled from a one percent sample of the entries for in- 
clusion in the monthly and annual statistics under an ar- 
bitrary Schedule A commodity number with rate provision 
(rate of duty) code "10" for imports free of duty and ar- 
bitrary code "99" for dutiable imports. In addition, the 
estimates would be included in the following monthly and 
annual totals: 


a. The over-all import total 


b. The commodity group total for "Group 9-Miscella- 
neous" (published in FT 110, FT 120, and FT 900- 
I) 


ec. An arbitrary commodity subgroup code "99" (pub- 
lished in FT 110 and FT 120) 


d. The country totals (published in FT 120 and FT 
950) 


e. An arbitrary Customs District code "99" (published 
in FT 970-1) 


f. The economic class totalfor finished manufactures 
(published in FT 930-I and the Quarterly Summary ) 


Under this alternative the compilation of the esti- 
mated value figures for the above monthly and annual to- 
tals would be accomplished by either (1) taping the one 
percent sample of entries each month to establish esti- 
mated values by country of origin (and over-all imports) 


or (2) selecting the one percent sample of entries every 
three or six months to establish value figures by country 
of origin (and over-all imports) and to use these esti- 
mates as "bench marks" for estimating the values for sub- 
sequent months of the year. 


No commodity data whatsoever would be compiled or 
published under this alternative. However, it would be 
possible, ona cost to the subscriber basis, to examine 
the one percent sample (or any other sample) of entries 
and compile the desired commodity detail. 


ALTERNATIVE C - Compilation of monthly and annual 
over-all and country total estimates, 
and annual estimates of imports in 
terms of 4-diéit Schedule A commod- 
ity classifications for informal en- 
tries andin terms of 7-digit Sched- 
ule A commodity classifications for 
$1 to $99 formal entries. 


Under this alternative estimated value figures would 
be compiled for the monthly and annual over-all and coun- 
try totals specified in Alternative B (above). In addi- 
tion, the Bureau would “plan to continue compilation of 
supplemental tables from the sample of informal and for- 
mal import entries on an annual basis presenting data in 
terms of 7-digit Schedule A commodity classifications for 
the $1 to $99 formal entries, and in terms of 4-digit 
Schedule A commodity classifications for informal entries 
(descriptions shownon informal entries are not sufficient 
to permit classification in terms of the full 7-digit 
Schedule A detail). These data would be similar to that 
shown in this Supplement and in Appendix B of the 1954 
through 1957 annual issues of Report No. FT 110. It would 
of course be possible to compile “the commodity data for 
only the formal entries where the 7-digit Schedule A com- 
modity detail is available. On the other hand it should 
be noted that an estimated 80% of the value of informal 
entry shipments appear to represent commercial shipments 
based on name and address of the importer. 


The figures shown in Report FT 110 for Schedule A No. 
9999 500 (UN 100 form and UN 251 inf est) provide information as to 
the amounts which would have been omitted from the various country 
totals under Alternative A above. Separate estimates of the amounts 
from the under $100 formal entries am from informal entries will be 
furnished on request. 


The table which follows in this Supplement has been pre- 
pared to provide the users of the statistics with some indication 
of the type of detailed commodity data which would be discontinued 
under Alternatives A and B above. These data are essentially a re- 
compilation of the 1957 calendar year statistics which were pub- 
lished in Appendix B of the 1957 calendar year issue of Report No. 
FT 110. The estimated totals for the $100 to $250 formal entry 
shipments have been combined with the fully compiled commodity to- 
tals; the estimated totals for the $1-$99 formal entry shipments 
are shown separately by commodity; and the estimated totals for in- 
formal entry shipments are as originally published. 


A comparison of the data shown in this Supplement with 
that shown in Appendix B of the 1957 annual issue of Report FT 110 
will provide the user with an indication of the change in coverage 
between 1958 and 1957 when formal entry shipments valued $100-$250 
were also estimated on the basis of a sample. 


These data also may be used as a guide in determining the 
magnitude of the probable undercounting in the detailed commodity 
statistics for 1958 as a result of the exclusion of informal and $1 
to $99 formal entries from the import statistics. However, only a 
rough measure of the undercounting is possible for any detailed 
commodity classification, since (1) the estimated value for $1 to 
$250 shipments reported on informal entries is shown only in terms 
of four-digit commodity groupings and not in terms of seven-digit 
commodity detail, and (2) all estimated values are subject to sam- 
pling variability. 
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